Shenzhen sets an example for rapid development of urban planning and construction. It was the starting point of the most massive city-construction movement in contemporary China. In less than 40 years, many representative urban space and buildings on the main east-west highway--Shennan Road, have witnessed the formation of the banded multi-center structural layout and the miraculous expansion of the city. Many of those iconic buildings are designed by Hong Kong or foreign architects. With the continuous development of the length and width of Shennan road, its broad and prosperous image is not only a symbol of the fruits of reform and opening up in Shenzhen or even China, but also contains the growth history of Shenzhen's architectural modernization. This paper reviews and summarizes the changes of the urban fabric and the design trend of representative buildings along with the Shennan Road in different periods by the historical research methods. Combined with the transfer path of the city center, this study analyzes what kind of unique role the street and buildings act as in the development of urban structure in Shenzhen, and expound what other urban functions and symbolic meaning they have. In the context of globalization, this article discusses how do the buildings designed by foreign architects change our city, the driven factors behind the phenomenon of the design trend change. This research can make a supplement to the history and theory of the modernization of contemporary Chinese architecture.
Architecture across Boundaries
Xue divided the history of overseas architectural design in China into three stages and found out that in the early stage of reform and opening up, Hong Kong architects became a pioneer in entering mainland China. Until the 21st century, hotels and highend office buildings were the dominant building types among the works designed by overseas architects. [3] Benefiting from the location advantage and the setting of the reform and opening window, Shenzhen played in China's modernization process was quite apparent. [4] In less than 40 years, Shenzhen has grown from a small town to a metropolis with the area, resident population, and GDP have increased by more than 7 times, 40 times and 8800 times, respectively.
[5] This rapid growth is embedded in the construction history of the urban space, and the representative buildings. "Three paths and One Leveling," the slogan that inaugurated the construction of the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone(SEZ), three east-west avenues form the basis of all future urban incarnations. [6] Shennan Road is undoubtedly the most important one, many representative urban space and buildings on this trunk road, have witnessed the formation of the banded multi-center structural layout and the miraculous expansion of the city. In combination with the understanding of modernization in Chinese architecture in different periods, Yu discussed how a set of architectural language at that time influenced the architectural form of Chang'an Street in Beijing. In addition, Chang'an Street has connected a series of government buildings and representative projects with political significance. Afterward, other Chinese cities have followed Beijing and developed such major streets. [7] Just like Chang'an Street in Beijing, Shennan road running through the main area of Shenzhen is not only a symbol of the fruits of reform and opening up in Shenzhen or even China, but also contains the growth history of Shenzhen's architectural modernization.
Xiao and Yin analyzed the influential factors of the creation of Shenzhen iconic buildings in the early stage of reform and opening up, pointing out the enlightenment effect of the early Lingnan school architect on Shenzhen's architectural modernization.
the same year, the 178-kilometer metro line speared through the region like veins. Line 1 which almost coincides with Shennan Road extended from Overseas Chinese Town Area (OCT) to the Baoan District where the airport is located. Shenzhen's construction center of gravity continued to move west. Scholars in Shenzhen have accumulated some studies on the city, but mostly in the Chinese language, and it is difficult to be accessible for the overseas peers. From 1979 to 2018, almost 90 buildings designed by foreign architects were built in Shenzhen.
More than half of them are located along Shennan Road. Through case studies of main areas and representative buildings built along the Shennan Road in different period, this paper penetrates the phenomenon of the "rapid urbanization", discovers the history and effects of governance preferences, international capital flow and foreign architects' intentions on the modernization of Shenzhen architecture. Buildings of various types are discussed in the framework of urban context, design trend and historical background.
With the continuous expansion of the length and width of Shennan road, its broad and prosperous image has become a great symbol of China's socialist road and has obvious political significance. Meanwhile, the rapid growth of foreign architects' works also epitomizes the ambition and strong implementation of Chinese governments in the wave of urbanization and globalization.
Three Stages of Urban Development

The initial stage-(1979-1989)
In the preliminary stage of SEZ, the construction of infrastructure and cultural facility in Shenzhen was basically zero. Before the 1980s, the main road in Shenzhen Town was only 107 National Road, and Wenjindu was the end. Besides, a People's Cinema was set up in 1949, the Shenzhen Theater opened in 1958, the exhibition hall in 1975, and together these had cost 600,000 yuan and they served an area of 2,751 square kilometers. [13] In 1980, the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone was established. Due to the narrow terrain, the construction of a "decent road" of east-west direction quickly became the consensus of the decision-makers. At the same year, a 2.1-kilometerlong and 7-meter-wide "gravel stone path" was built from Luohu group to Shangbu Group, this is called Shennan Road. In 1981, the new mayor who had just returned from the inspection in Singapore decided to extend the road to 100 meters wide and was immediately opposed by various people. [14] At the beginning of 1987, this road has become a 6.8-kilometer-long, 21-meter-wide traverses the downtown area of Shenzhen at that time. Buildings on both sides of the road were gradually starting to increase. The layout of the first-generation skyscrapers has formed the main axis of the city. (Fig. 1) Before the 1990s, looking at the whole of China, a cluster of skyscrapers developed in accordance with the overall plan only existed in Luohu District of Shenzhen. Theatre, Science Museum. In the 1950s and 1970s, the "Lingnan School of modern architecture", centered on Guangzhou, played an active role in the construction of Shenzhen at the beginning of reform and opening-up. [15] In the early 1980s, "Lingnan" is a fortress of Chinese modern architecture, which was admired in architectural design circle. It is worth mentioning at that time almost no foreign architects participated in the design.
The growth/expansion stage-(1989-1996)
In 1992, China's patriarch Deng Xiaoping delivered the renowned "South Tour First, in terms of the materials selected, traditional pink concave-convex bricks were used, with gray bricks in the interlayer forming a horizontal line segmentation. Second, for the façade detail design, red sandstone relief was used in the stairs at the western side and external wall above the water pool at the southeast side, which represented ancient China's traditional philosophy. Third, for the landscape design, a Chinese-style garden was set up at both sides of the main entrance along the street in front. Of course, there are still many amazing projects here. For example, the cultural center designed by Arata Isozaki. This was the first project that he won through fair competition in China, and thus opened up Chinese design market for him. The gorgeous harp-type curtain wall design not only constitutes a good-looking façade, but also introduces sunlight and outdoor scenery to interior. The other striking idea in Arata Isozaki's design is the "Golden Glass Tree" entrance hall, which is a brilliant space containing five golden pillars that support the polyhedral glass roof. After a decade of construction, compared with the budget cost in the requirement, the Cultural Center overspent 1 billion yuan.
Since the application of steel structures was at a very preliminary stage in China 20 years ago, the steel structure for the golden tree was still an experimental construction. The construction team cooperated with Japanese structural engineers to make models, and then confirmed every joint on site, so it took a long time to construct. Another project is the urban design of the Southern part of the Central District (Thirteen Sister Building) is hosted by SOM. It is like Manhattan. Although there are many skyscrapers, the streets are small and dense, and walking on the street may suddenly meet a Street Park, making people feel relaxed.
Conclusion
Hong Kong, one of the miracles in east Asia, from its opening in 1841 to 2011, its population increased from 12,000 to 7.1 million. The population increased by 500 times in 70 years, and the same 500 times took Shenzhen only 30 years. So, the planning and construction system and the phenomenal expansion of Shenzhen have served as a template for rapid urbanization. In the context of rapid urbanization in Shenzhen, excessive input of landmark buildings over the past 30 years is the most striking architectural phenomenon in its massive upsurge of urban construction.
In 1980, a 2.1-kilometer-long and 7-meter-wide "gravel stone path" was born, bringing 
